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weighty precedent. And as the prophetess of a
" New Reformation " Mrs. Ward has reverted to what
is substantially the same method. She is within her
right. We do not blame her for putting her argument
into the shape of a novel, and bringing out the points
of her case in the trials and passionate utterances of
imaginary persons, or in a conversation about their
mental history. But she must take the good with the
bad. Such a method has its obvious advantages, in
freedom, and convenience, and range of illustration.
It has its disadvantages. The dealer in imagination
may easily become the unconscious slave of imagina-
tion , and, living in a self-constructed world, may
come to forget that there is any other; and the
temptation to unfairness becomes enormous when all
who speak, on one side or the other, only speak as
you make or let them speak.

It is to imagination that Robert ILls?nere makes its
main appeal, undoubtedly a powerful and pathetic
one. It bids us ask ourselves what, with the pheno-
mena before us, we can conceive possible and real.
It implies, of course, much learning, with claims of
victory in the spheres of history and science, with
names great in criticism, of whom few readers probably
can estimate the value, though all may be affected by
the formidable array. But it is not in these things, as
with a book like Supernatural Religion^ that the gist
of the argument lies. The alleged results of criticism
are taken for granted; whether rightly or wrongly the
great majority of readers certainly cannot tell. But